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Readers are advised that the Australian Transport Safety Bureau investigates for the sole purpose
of enhancing transport safety. Consequently, Bureau reports are confined to matters of safety
significance and may be misleading if used for any other purposes.

Investigations commenced on or before 30 June 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of
those investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with Part 2A of the Air
Navigation Act 1920.

Investigations commenced after 1 July 2003, including the publication of reports as a result of those
investigations, are authorised by the CEO of the Bureau in accordance with the Transport Safety
Investigation Act 2003 (TSI Act). Reports released under the TSI Act are not admissible as evidence in any
civil or criminal proceedings.

NOTE: All air safety occurrences reported to the ATSB are categorised and recorded. For a detailed
explanation on Category definitions please refer to the ATSB website at www.atsb.gov.au.



http://www.atsb.gov.au/�
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Occurrence Number: 198900836 Occurrence Type: Accident
Location: 40 Km SSE Loxton SA
Date: 10 November 1989 Time: 1430
Highest Injury Level: Serious
Injuries:
Fatal Serious Minor  None

Crew 0 1 0 0

Ground O 0 0 -

Passenger 0 0 0 0

Total 0 1 0 0

Aircraft Details: Astir CS?
Registration: VH-WUN
Serial Number: N/K
Operation Type: Private
Damage Level:  Substantial
Departure Point: Waikerie SA
Departure Time: 1310
Destination: Waikerie SA

Approved for Release: 3rd January 1990
Circumstances:

The pilot had completed the first leg of a 300 kilometre flight and was positioning the glider so that he could take a
photograph of some silos. During the process the main landing gear was released. The pilot leant forward to pull on
the landing gear retract column and was afflicted by a painful spasm of the stomach muscle. The pain persisted so
the pilot decided to make an outlanding in a large wheat field. The pilot saw a power line near the western end of
the paddock but decided to land in the paddock since it was otherwise suitable and he had sufficient height to fly
over the wire. However, the glider encountered sink on final approach and collided with the wire. The wire struck
the canopy of the glider and arrested its forward motion before the wire broke. The glider then fell to the ground.

Significant Factors:

The following factors were considered relevant to the development of the accident
1. The pilot suffered an inflight incapacitation which necessitated an outlanding.
2. The glider encountered an increased sink rate on final approach.

3. The pilot was unable to avoid a collision with a power line.



