Rans S6-ESD, G-MYPJ

AAIB Bulletin No: 3/98 Ref: EW/G98/01/06Category: 1.4

Aircraft Type and Registration:
No & Type of Engines:

Year of Manufacture:

Date & Time (UTC):

Location:

Type of Flight:

Persons on Board:

Injuries:

Nature of Damage:

Commander's Licence:

Commander's Age:

Commander's Flying Experience:

Information Source:

Rans S6-ESD, G-MYPJ

1 Rotax 503 piston engine

1994

11 January 1998 1530 hrs

RAF Boulmer, Northumbria
Private

Crew - 1 - Passengers - 1

Crew - None - Passengers - None

Bent wing, landing gear, propeller and fire damage to the
engine

Private Pilot's Licence

46 years

879 hours (of which 491 were on type)
Last 90 days - 24 hours

Last 28 days - 4 hours

Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the pilot

The pilot flew his machine to RAF Boulmer during an afternoonof recreational flying. The weather
was fine with a light windfrom the south when the pilot landed on the grass manoeuvringarea using
a south-easterly track. He expected the landing rollto be longer than was the case but otherwise the
landing was normal. Whilst on the ground at Boulmer for about an hour the pilot liaisedwith RAF
personnel. He also noticed that some areas of the grassmanoeuvring area were soft underfoot due to
recent rain and someareas had longer grass than others. Having explored the manoeuvringarea, he
decided to take off on a southerly heading adjacent tothe eastern boundary because this run
provided him with the firmestground. The length of the run was some 400 metres.

As the pilot began the take-off roll the wind was calm. Moreoverthe aircraft accelerated more
slowly than he had expected dueto the soft surface. In an attempt to unload the landing gearhe
pulled back on the stick early at about 43 mph before reachingthat part of the take-off run where the



grass was longer. Theaircraft became airborne and the pilot then kept it low with theintention of
accelerating in ground effect. Unfortunately theairspeed had reached only 50 mph as he approached
the southernboundary fence so he pulled back on the stick to clear the fence. At that point the
airspeed started decreasing and the aircraftprobably stalled just before the left wing struck the top
of thefence. The aircraft cartwheeled and came to rest in an adjacentfarmer's field. Neither occupant
was hurt but the engine compartmentcaught fire as they extricated themselves from the wreckage.
The fire was swiftly extinguished by RAF personnel.

In his report the pilot attributed the cause of the accident tohis making insufficient allowance for
the drag on the landinggear during the early part of the take-off roll.
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